Endoscopic bipolar electrocoagulation in upper gastrointestinal bleeding.
A total of 213 cases of upper gastrointestinal bleeding treated by bipolar electrocoagulation (BPEC) were reviewed and its efficacy in the management of massive bleeding was evaluated. Initial hemostasis was achieved by BPEC in 97.6% cases with an overall rebleeding rate of 17.1%. The majority of rebleeding occurred in patients with acute mucosal lesions who had serious underlying medical problems. There were no complications related to the procedure. Endoscopic BPEC safely arrested oozing to spurting bleeding and contributed greatly to the control of upper gastrointestinal bleeding.